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Abstract:

Palestinian identity was born in crisis. For Palestinians,
identity and being a political entity have never been the same
since the beginning because the Palestinian national project
lacked its particular regional and social domains.

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) personified the
moral-political representation of the Palestinians and was an
expression of their identity. However, the PLO adoption of the
'settlement program' in 1974 has been the main factor behind the
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schism in their political regime. It represented a withdrawal from
the main ideas upon which they founded their identity; the ideas
that considered the Palestinian people and its land and political
project identical.

Moreover, the establishment of the Palestinian Authority in
1994 has not achieved the national existence for the Palestinian
people on its land due to the failure in transforming the
Palestinian Authority into a Palestinian State that can redefine
Palestinian identity and to the ensuing power struggle. These
factors pushed the Palestinian identity into a sharp crisis.

The rise of Hamas Movement led to the emergence of the
religious component in Palestinian identity on the expense of the
national component. The ensuing struggle over power and
authority, and the schism in political regime are reflective of the
depth of the crisis, which encompasses all of the aspects and
expressions of Palestinian identity.

That the political schism has persisted poses a serious threat
to the Palestinian identity, which could keep shrinking and
decaying. This reality imposes a collective responsibility on
everyone to revive the Palestinian nationalism in terms of its
identity (cultural) and its physical existence (political), which
can be achieved through the renewal of the Palestinian national
project and the birth of a new vision that views the Palestinian
people, Palestinian land and Palestinian national project as
identical.
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6. Stanford encyclopedia of philosophy, "Nationalism™, available online at
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/nationalism/
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National Consciousness”, New York. Columbia University Press, 1997.
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