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ABSTRACT 

Twe lve se tected samples representing 
the coral reef oarbonates and associated 
clacrtic sediments of Sham El-Sheikh area 
were chemically unalyaed, From the chem- 
ical datq obtained, i t  i s  believed that 
the investigated ooral reef samples vary 
from oa lo i t io  2 imes tone t o  dotomitio l i m -  
estone, The olastio sediment8 underlying 
and interoalating the oomZ reat8 are oone- 

idered as s t  Z C u  pebblu eand and blat/el/ sand 
which has been;"dwived from the basement oom- 
plex of the oountq rooks in  southern Sinai.The 
distribution of iron, oopper, managaneee, 
niokel and aino in  the detr i tat  parts 
provides evidenoe to  support the idea that 
these elements show a tendeno~ to decreaee 
in  going from sandstonee to  samples of 
the reefat oarbonatee. 

INTRODUCTION 

S h a m  El-Sheikh area ie loaated on m e  weetern aoart 
of the Gulf of Aqaba, near its junction with the R@d Sea I 

(Fig. 1) Ridge8 of fringing coral reefs,are well developed 
in this area where they extend parallel to the western 
coastline of the Gulf of Aqaba. The shores of thir gulf ' 

are characterized by a narrow or absence of coastal plain. 
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