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Mikhaiel, E.S. et al.

This study aims to: identify the characteristics of respondents who
didn't cultivate sunflower before, the degree of their appreciation to
Constituents of sunflower cultivating diffusion, as well as their agricultural
information sources, determine the correlated and determinated variables to
their appreciation to Constituents of sunflower cultivating diffusion, identify
reasons of cultivating sunflower, reasons to stop cultivating the crop and
their suggestions to overcome it. ldentify reasons of officials in oil food
extractions companies concerning the continuity of their activities in this field,
and the problems they face. This study was conducted in Abou Homous
district, Behira Governorate on a systematic random sample of 154
respondents in three villages Jawad Hosni, Deer Ams ,and Radi which also
were selected randomly from among 35 villages didn't cultivate sunflower
before. Also (10) respondents were selected representing all farmers who
were grew sunflower until the year before the study (2009) in the six other
villages of the district (the total number the villages in Abou Homous 41), in
addition,(8) officials in oil food extractions companies were selected from
Alexandria city. Data were collected by personal interview using a
guestionnaire. Arithmetic mean, standard deviation, Person simple correlation
coefficient, and multiple correlation and regression analysis (step-wise) were
used to analyze data statistically, in addition to frequencies and percentages
for data presentation.

The most important results are summarized as follows:

- 75.33% of the respondents were under 57 years , 57.14% of them were
either illiterates or literates, 75.33% of respondents owned less than 3.5
feddan ,49.35% depended on less than three agricultural information
sources, 55.19% of respondents' exposure degree to mass media was
low, 23.38% of the respondents innovativeness' degree was low, 54.54%
of the respondents seeking degree for new agricultural ideas was high,
and more than 58.44% of them had a positive attitude towards cultivating
sunflower crop, while 48.7% of them di d n’ t thekimpomrmance of
sunflower crop.

- High level of the respondents' appreciation to Constituents encouraging
sunflower cultivating diffusion was identified, 93.51% of them were in
both moderate and high categories), their knowledge concerning that
cultivation of sunflower would increase local oil production and reduce its
imports came on the top of knowledge items, also the prior contracts
between farmers and oil extraction companies came on the top of the
suggested procedures of diffusion. The most important agricultural
information sources were: relatives and neighbors, personal experience
(as non-official sources), and extension workers.

- Three independent variables significantly contributed explaining the
respondent's degree of appreciation to Constituents encouraging
sunflower cultivating diffusion and explained 13.8% from its variance
which was: degree of respondent's education (5.9%), degree of
respondent's perception of the economical important of sunflower (4.5%),
and size of farm land holding (3.4%).
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- The most important reasons of growing the crop were: the need to improve
the cash income from agriculture, and experiencing new crops
(diversification), while The most important reasons to stop growing the
crop were due to the disclarity of the government's policy and its role to
serve and support the farmers, low productivity of existing varieties of the
crop, and low selling price. The respondents' suggestions to overcome it
were: issue a clear policy to regulate contracting between oil companies
and the farmers, declare an attractive fixed price for the crop before
season, and providing cooperatives with the certified seeds of improved
high-yield.

- The most important reasons for continuing oil companies in its activities
were : increasing the domestic demand for the food oils, a sincere desire
to assist the government in the provision of oils obtained locally rather
than importing , encourage investment in this area, the most important
problems faced these companies were: the remarkable reduction in the
cultivated areas in the various oil crops and cotton, difficult of prediction
of the global market or control it, absence of guarantee or compensation
for companies that affected by such non-expected fluctuations in the
global market and disclarity of government policies and its position
towards the local industries in general.
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