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EXTENSION KNOWLEDGE NEEDS OF FARMERS ON OPTIMAL
HANDLING METHODS OF TOMATO CROP AT EL BOROLOS
DISTRICT KAFR EL-SHEIKH GOVERNORATE

Ebtesam B. El- Melegi and N Y. EL-Etreby
Agric. Extension and Rural Dev. Res. Inst., Agric Res. Center

ABSTRACT: This research aims to identify extension knowledge needs of respondents on
optimal handling methods of tomato crop, to identify the sources of respondents information
in this field, to identify the extension services they need, finally to determine the
problems that face them in the field of optimum handling of tomato crop. A questionnaire
form was designed for this purpose. A systematic random sample of 156 respondents
from three villages: EL Shabia, El Rabaa and Balteem in El Borolos district. Percentages,
frequencies, arithmetic mean, standard division and weighted mean were used to the
data analyses and present the data.

The most important findings of this research were:

- 92.3% of respondents their extension knowledge needs level of optimal handling
methods of tomato crop was ranged between high and moderate.

- The main sources of respondent’s information in the field of level of optimal handling
methods of tomato crop were: family and neighbors, senior farmers, trader and
agricultural television programs.

- The top services respondents need from the agricultural extension system were
regular: holding extension panels and meeting about optimum handling ways of tomato
crop, work on the link between farmers and training farmers on how to implement
optimal handling methods for tomato crops.

-The most important problems facing respondents were: reduced selling price of tomato
crop, defect of extension role of the services after harvest green been crop and weak
competition and monopoly of some traders to buy and pricing tomato crop.

Key words: Knowledge need, handling methods, tomato, extension, extension services.
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