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DETERMINANTS OF THE SOCIAL STATUS OF RURAL FAMILIES
IN SOME EGYPTIAN VILLAGES

A. M. Al-azab
Assistant Professor of Rural Sociology - Kafrelsheikh University

ABSTRACT: The study aimed at identifying the social status of rural families in some
Egyptian villages by answering three questions: What are the determinants of the social status
of rural families that have not changed much over time? What are the determinants of the social
status of rural families that were more influential in the past and their impact diminished over
time? What are the determinants of the social status of rural families whose impact has now
become apparent? The geographical scope of the study was determined in the rural areas of
Menoufia Governorate. The study was also conducted in all rural areas holding agricultural land
registered with 2 services in the agricultural associations in the villages of Sabek Sunday in
Ashmoun Center, Abu Snieta in El Bagour Center, Silka in Shebin EI Koum Center, In the
center of Menouf, a total of 8988 holders. A random sample of 2% was selected, with a sample
size of 178 holders. Data were collected from 140 holders.

The results of the study showed:
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1. The issue of education still occupies a prominent place in the rural population and has not

changed over time. The determinants of family education have become the main
determinants of the social status of rural families, with a majority of 91.4%.

2 - The results also showed the importance of the income criterion as one of the criteria of rural

3.

matching, where it ranked second in terms of importance in nearly 86% of the sample of the
study.

It is noted that the criterion of the size of agricultural tenure has ranked somewhat late
compared to the standards of education, income and reputation, ranked sixth in terms of
importance in about two-thirds of the sample of the study.

. The leadership professions did not occupy an advanced rank on the rural class ladder, which

came in eighth place in terms of importance in about 63% of the sample members of the
study.

. The standard of animal possession, the status of the penultimate dwelling, and the last,

respectively, were categorized as authentic rural class determinants.

. In terms of the criteria for rural matching, which are currently being reviewed compared to a

previous period from the point of view of the study sample members, the criteria for the
acquisition of agricultural tools and machinery reached 86% of the total, followed by the
standard of possession of household appliances.

. In terms of the determinants of family status, the religious and moral commitment of more

than 75% of the study sample, followed by the standard of membership of a family member
in the local councils or the House of Representatives, One of the sons of the family abroad.

In the context of what was presented and discussed the results of the study
recommended the following:

1

2.

- Interest in the education of all rural people, because of the importance of education in the

rural class structure in general.

Further studies to determine the criteria and measurement of the social class in the Egyptian
countryside, taking into consideration the findings of the current study, to update the status
criteria used to maintain the original conformity criteria, to incorporate the currently clear
criteria and to exclude the criteria that no longer exist The existence of clear criteria agreed
upon by the vast majority of the population of other rural areas would achieve a better
consistency in the social status of rural people and thus a more realistic picture of the nature
of social gradation in rural Egypt.

Key words: Social Status , Rural Families, Rural Social Classes .
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