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Traditional settlements face problems related to rapid cultural transformation as a result of
increased contacts with other societies and cultures, and transformations in the socio-economic
spheres, which transformed the geography for production and patterns of consumption. A Growing
western influence affects most of these traditional settlements, thus impacting their societal values
and the production of the built environment. The resultant is a neglect of the traditional cultural
heritage leading to loss identity. The objective of this research is to investigate the impact of recent
socio-cultural transformations in rural areas of the Egyptian Delta on the form of dwelling unit,
and the pattern of villages at large. The study is an initial step in attempt for developing a
conceptual framework for producing a culturally-responsive local rural architecture that can
accommodate modern developments, contemporary human needs, and rapidly transformations in
cultural values and lifestyles. The research relies on a case study methodology. The two villages
selected for the study are located in the Delta region and differ in terms of their proximity and
connection to a major urban center. The paper arrives to a number of general conclusions and
recommendations via comparative analysis. The results of this paper is part of a larger attempt for
tracing the processes of cultural-societal transformation, and their impacts on the built
environment. The study is a qualitative research, thus cannot be generalized, but requires further
collaboration.
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