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ASSESSING NEEDS AND PROBLEMS OF FARMERS IN
ASSIUT GOVERNORATE USING FOCUS GROUPS

El-shrabassee, A. B. E.D.
Rural Sociology & Agricultural Extension Department Assiut University

ABSTRACT

This research aimed at assessing the needs and problems of
farmers in Assiut Governorate by holding seven focus-group
discussions in seven extension centers and agricultural
Administrations in the governorate. The number of farmers ranged
from eight to twelve farmers in each focus group.The respondents
were asked about their needs and problems and setting its priorities.
Such problems have been classified into problems of highly prevalent
such as lack of fertilizers and seeds in addition to the minor role of
Agricultural Extension in conveying information to farmers. The next
category, which prevailed moderately, is the lack of agricultural
extension agent's experience and fraud in agricultural pesticides and
the lack of control.

Additionally, the study resulted in many other agricultural problems
associated with Area, notably:

Lack of farmers' awareness of ways of modern control and the
use of appropriate pesticides, lack of knowledge of required quantities
of fertilizers; time of fertilization the death of citrus trees, the spread of
tomatoes insects and land degradation as a result of leaving it for long
periods without deep plowing under the soil.
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