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KNOWLEDGE ABOUT AND USE OF VERCON SYSTEMS
BY EXTENSION SUBJECT MATTER SPECIALISTS IN
KAFR EI-SHEIK AND GHARBIA GOVERNORATES

Hagras, H. A.
Agric. Extension and Rural Development Research Institute, A.R.C.

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at identifying the level of knowledge about and use of
Virtual Extension and Research Communication network (VERCON) systems
by extension subject matter specialists in the two governorates of Kafr El
Sheikh and Gharbia, identifying differences in knowledge about and use of
VERCON systems between respondents grouped according to governorate
,having internet access at home and knowing the site of VERCON ,assessing
the correlation between certain independent variables and knowledge about
and use of VERCON systems. Data were collected during the months of July
and August 2011 from a systematic sample of 175 of extension subject
matter specialists by personal interview the respondents, according to table
of sample of Krejcie and Morgan of the population of agricultural
governorates of Kafr EI-Sheikh and Gharbia who were amounted to 314
extension specialist, and that at 77 of the respondents of Kafr EI-Sheikh, 98
the respondents of Gharbia governorates, several statistical methods had
been used such as :Frequencies, Percentage, arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, Simple correlation, "t" test ANOVA, regression, and step-wise
multiple regression techniques were used for data analysis.

The main findings of the study may be summarized as following:

1) About two thirds of the respondents have no knowledge about VERCON
systems, and 14.3% in those with a medium level, and 6.8% only had
high knowledge level

2) The VERCON systems may be arrange according to reported knowledge
with the Extension Bulletin at the top ,followed by Agricultural News ,and
Farmer Problems, in that order. .
3) Most of those who claim having knowledge about and use of than
two-thirds of respondents, the level of their use of VERCON systems
report low levels of knowledge and use , and 12% of those with a
medium level, and 2.8% only had high use level.

4) The VERCON systems may be arrange according to reported use with
Extension Bulletin at the top, followed by Ask an Expert ,and VERCON
society ,in that order.

5) A significant difference was showed between a medium knowledge degree
of the respondents on the governorates study for systems network
extension research, and no significant difference between medium
degree of the respondents use on the governorates study for VERCON
systems.

6) There is appositive and significant correlation relationship at the level of
0.01 of significance between knowledge degrees of the respondents with
systems network extension research and all of the following independent
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variables: Computer training, using the computer skill, the duration of
hearing about VERCON systems, and training on the VERCON systems,
knowledge of those involved in the VERCON systems, a VERCON
systems at work, internet at home and to know the website of the
VERCON systems.

7) There is appositive and significant correlation relationship at the level of
0.01 of significance between use degrees of the respondents with
VERCON systems and all of the following independent variables:
Computer training, using the computer skill, the duration of hearing about
VERCON systems, and training on the VERCON systems, knowledge of
those involved in the VERCON systems, and a VERCON systems at
work, internet at home and to know the website of the VERCON
systems.. And there is appositive and significant correlation relationship
at the level of 0.05 and a training variable during working as a specialist.

8) There are four independent variables explain about 57.4% of the total
variation in degrees of knowledge of respondents with systems network
extension research, 40.8% due to the variable of using the computer skill,
and 12.6% to variable know the actors involved in the VERCON systems,
and 2.4 % to variable training on VERCON, and 1.6% for variable to hear
about VERCON network .

9) There are four independent variables explain about 58.5% of the variance
in total scores of the respondents use VERCON systems 36% of which is
due to variable VERCON systems training, and 12.4% to variable know
the actors involved in the VERCON systems, and 7.2% due to the
variable of using the computer skill and 2.9% for variable to hear about
VERCON network

10) The most important constraint of the respondents use VERCON systems
was in: Do not allow the specialists for training in computers, and the lack
of a computer connected to the network in the workplace, and not
knowing how to use computers, and lack of knowledge of the network
and how to enter on its website .
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