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AN EXPLORATORY STUDY ABOUT THE INDIGENOUS
KNOWLEDGE RELATED TO THE PLANT GENETIC
RESOURCES IN MARSA MATROUH GOVERNORATE

El-habaa, Laila M. ; M. F. Al-Gamel and A. E. Darwish
Agricultural extension and rural development Research Institute

ABSTRACT

The research aims to identify some of the personal characteristics of the
respondents, identifying their indigenous knowledge of plants, beside
indentifying the types of plants of their area in regards to indigenous
knowledge, and lastly identifying the role of agricultural guidance in
maintaining this knowledge from extinction.

The research was conducted on a group of 131 respondents who have a
necessary indigenous knowledge in regards to the plants of the area. The
respondents were selected using the “snow ball “method.
All the data were collected using Questionnaire forms during the months of
November and December 2012.

The data in this research are presented using the tabular method with
numbers and percentages, in addition to the descriptive method to present
the responses of the respondents through repetition and percentages
The most important results of this research are:

- More than 55% of the respondents belong to the old people sector (more
than 54 years old). Respondents who can read and write come in the first
place with a percentage of 48.9% illiterate respondents come in the second
place concerning the numbers, with a percentage of 29 %.

- According to the indigenous knowledge of respondents about the Genetic
Resources of plants (according to their understanding of it), wild plants that
have medical uses come in the first place with a percentage of 60.3%.
While their inherited knowledge about the origins and types of plants in
their environment come with a percentage of 22.1 %.

- As for the sources of this indigenous knowledge , it was discovered that
they are more than 12 resources, parents, family, grandfathers, neighbors
came in the first, the second, the third and the fourth places with
percentages of25 %, 18.4, %,15.9%,14.2% Respectively.
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- The most important plants in regard to their importance of the indigenous
knowledge point of view reached to 47 different types.
Respondents differed widely about the nature of these plants, the useable
parts, and the spread of plants in their areas.

- The study shows and proves that the indigenous knowledge of the Genetic
Resources of plants can help in developing the society and finding new
solutions for it. Which is one of the main aims of the agricultural guidance
sector as it works towards development and welfare of society.
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